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Important Dates and Information 
¤  Applications due December 19, 2013 

¤  Submit via email to: MSEC.MEA@maryland.gov   

¤  Reference the Policy Guidelines and Frequently Asked Questions at 
http://www.energy.maryland.gov/Govt/smartenergycommunities/ 

¤  Contact for questions:  
¤  Sean Williamson at 301-405-8259 or E: srw46@umd.edu  

¤  Lauren Urbanek at 410-260-7522 or E: lauren.urbanek@maryland.gov 
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Program Overview and Goals 

¤  Maryland communities adopt two out of three policies 
related to energy efficiency, renewable energy, or 
transportation petroleum reduction for local government 
buildings or fleets. 

¤  Complete other deliverables related to energy 
measurement (baselining) and planning. 

¤  Receive grant funding to be used for energy-related 
projects in your community.   
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Eligibility 

¤  Any Maryland local government: 
¤  Town 

¤  City 

¤  County 

¤  Current participation: 
¤  26 municipalities across the state  

¤  7 counties plus Baltimore City 
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Benefits 

¤  Becoming a Smart Energy Community will result in: 
¤  Grant funding (near-term and beyond)  

¤  Reduced utility and fuel expenses 

¤  Support of local sustainability initiatives 

¤  Greenhouse gas emissions reduction 

¤  Statewide recognition as a leader in energy and 
sustainability   
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Participation Requirements 

¤  Two of three policies must be adopted: 
¤  Energy efficiency 

¤  Renewable energy 

¤  Transportation petroleum reduction 

¤  Plus deliverables… 
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Energy Efficiency Policy 

¤  Establish an electricity consumption baseline and develop 
a plan with the goal to reduce per square foot electricity 
consumption of the city/town/county buildings 15% within 
5 years of adoption.  

¤  Deliverables: 
¤  Develop baseline estimate of building electricity consumption 

¤  Pass a policy committing local government to 15% reduction  

¤  Put in place a comprehensive Energy Reduction Plan 

¤  Annual reporting 
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Renewable Energy Policy 

¤  Reduce conventional centralized electricity generation 
serving a local government’s buildings by meeting 20% of 
those buildings’ electricity demand with distributed, 
renewable energy generation by 2022. 

¤  Deliverables: 
¤  Develop baseline estimate of building electricity consumption  
¤  Pass a policy committing to 20% renewable electricity by 2022 
¤  Put in place a Renewable Energy Assessment Plan 
¤  Annual reporting   
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Transportation Petroleum Reduction Policy 

¤  Establish a petroleum consumption baseline for all local 
government vehicles, and put in place a comprehensive 
program designed to reduce the baseline petroleum 
consumption by 20 percent within 5 years of the baseline year. 

¤  Deliverables: 
¤  Develop a baseline of on-road fleet fuel consumption   

¤  Pass a policy committing to a fuel consumption reduction of 20% 

¤  Put in place a Petroleum Consumption Reduction Plan 

¤  Annual Reporting 
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Timeline 

¤  Applications – Due December 19, 2013 
¤  MEA Review Process  

¤  Approval and Implementation Agreements (Jan/Feb) 

¤  Deliverables Complete by October 31, 2014 
¤  May be completed earlier; communities can receive full 

project funding as soon as deliverables are submitted. 

¤  Energy projects must be complete and invoiced by June 
2015 
¤  Energy projects funded with MSEC grants must be approved by 

MEA (approval process should start by mid-2014)  
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Application Review 

¤  MEA will evaluate applications based on: 
¤  A local government’s capacity to pass the appropriate policies 

within the timeframe 
¤  Ability to commit staff to this initiative while passing the policies 

AND complete the baseline/planning activities 
¤  Past experience and performance with MEA programs (if 

applicable) 
¤  Existing policies related to energy, environmental matters, and 

sustainability 
¤  Participation in other energy or sustainability initiatives, such as 

Sustainable Maryland Certified 
¤  Application completeness   
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Technical Assistance 

¤  The Environmental Finance Center at the University of 
Maryland will be working with communities to: 
¤  Answer questions and assist local governments with the 

application process 

¤  Guide local governments through the policy process 

¤  Collect and organize data and develop baseline estimates 

¤  Help to formulate plans for meeting energy goals 

¤  Identify renewable energy, energy efficiency, and 
transportation projects  
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Grant Availability 
¤  Available funding - $4 million to be split between new and 

existing communities for energy efficiency projects ($3 million) 
and transportation/renewable energy projects ($1 million).  

¤  Grant amounts will be determined by a formula that factors in 
a community’s population size and the number of applicants. 
¤  We expect to award money to all new MSEC communities. 
¤  We anticipate grant amounts will be between $25,000 (a small 

town) and $500,000 (a county). 

¤  Funds are primarily meant to be spent on implementing 
energy-related projects (which must be approved by MEA). 
¤  However, communities will be allowed to recover 30% of their 

grant funding to recover administrative and other non-project 
costs related to completing deliverables (e.g., energy audits).  
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Frequently Asked Questions 
¤  What type of local legislation is required? 

¤  The intent of the program is for your local government to commit to working 
towards energy efficiency, renewable energy, and petroleum reduction goals. We 
understand that the way local governments approach this process may vary. MEA 
will work with participants to determine which method is most appropriate, based 
on local charters and procedures. 

¤  What if my community has already adopted one or more of these measures? 
¤  If you have existing policies related to energy efficiency, renewable energy, and/

or transportation petroleum reduction, you may be able to apply to the program. 
MEA will work with local governments on a case-by-case basis to determine if 
existing policies qualify. 

¤  We’re interested, but aren’t sure our local government can pass policies in 2014. 
Can we still get involved? 
¤  Yes. Communities may receive technical assistance in 2014, but won’t be eligible 

for funds this round. 

¤  What are eligible expenses for the grant funding? 
¤  At least 70% of the MSEC grant funding must be spent directly on an energy 

related project. Up to 30% may be used towards non-project costs such as energy 
audits or to hire consultants. 
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Important Dates and Information 
¤  Applications due December 19, 2013 

¤  Submit via email to: MSEC.MEA@maryland.gov   

¤  Reference the Policy Guidelines and Frequently Asked Questions at 
http://www.energy.maryland.gov/Govt/smartenergycommunities/ 

¤  Contact for questions:  
¤  Sean Williamson at 301-405-8259 or E: srw46@umd.edu  

¤  Lauren Urbanek at 410-260-7522 or E: lauren.urbanek@maryland.gov 
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